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Abstract. The Soberanes Fire started on July 22, 2016 in Monterey County on the California 
Central Coast from an illegal campfire. This fire burned for 10 weeks at a record cost of more 
than $208 million for protection and control. A progressive analysis of the normalized burn ratio 
from the Landsat satellite showed that the final high burn severity (HBS) area for the Soberanes 
Fire comprised 22 percent of the total area burned, whereas final moderate burn severity (MBS) 
area comprised about 10 percent of the total area burned of approximately 53,470 ha (132,130 
acres). The resulting landscape pattern of burn severity classes from the 2016 Soberanes Fire 
revealed that the majority of HBS area was located in the elevation zone between 500 and 1000 
m, in the slope zone between 15 percent and 30 percent, or on south-facing aspects. 


